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The Russians' main purpose was to secure for themselves the
archipelago of islands, and they seem to have desired, for
the better protection of their traders or those islands, a nar-
row strip of coast on the mainland from Mount St. Elias to
the Portland Channel. The British negotiations first sug-
gested that the base of the mountains should be taken as
the frontier, but the two Powers ultimately agreed that the
frontier between Russian and British North America should
be " the crest of the mountains running parallel to the .coast,
subject to the condition that, if the line should anywhere
exceed the distance of ten marine leagues (34! miles) from
the ' ocean,* then the boundary between the British and
Russian territory should be formed by a line parallel to the
sinuosities of the coast and distant therefrom not more than
ten marine leagues." Now upon this one sentence were based
both of the two interpretations, the one of which gave the
heads of all the inlets, of vital importance to navigation, as
well as the mountain passes into the gold country, to Great
Britain, and the other to the United States. Shortly, the
Canadian contention as to the frontier line was this : that,
although there was no one continuous " chain " of moun-
tains " parallel to the coast," there were mountains within
the meaning of the treaty near the coast, and that a line
drawn along the tops of the mountains nearest the coast
should be taken. Great Britain further contended that the
word " coast}S meant the general trend of the mainland
coast, and not the edges of the tidal inlets which ran far in-
land. The United States, on the other hand, contended that,
as there was no continuous mountain range running parallel
to the coast as described in the treaty, and the negotiators
must therefore have been deceived as to the geography of
tie place, it was necessary to fall back upon an artificial
frontier, not defined by nature, ten marine leagues inland,
running parallel to the " sinuosities of the coast." The
" coast," by their interpretation, meant literally the rugged
edges of the mainland, including those of the deep channels
and inlets. The result of this definition of " coast" was to
throw back the frontier much farther inland, and to give
the United States all the heads of the inlets and the mountain;